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APPENDIX D 

 

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION                      

EXPLORING TOGETHER KEY GOVERNMENTAL FEATURES NEEDED  

AS WE FIND NEW WAYS FOR THE FUTURE 

 

 
Part A: SEE 
 
TIME FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION: 
 
Pray over the following readings, texts and questions. 
 
Take time to review the Committee Letter; Appendix A – Key Features; Appendix 
B – Article, ‘De-structuring in Religious Institutes: What does Canon Law say?’ by 
Mary Wright, IBVM; Appendix C - 2020 Demographics.  
 
In addition to these, please feel free to include in your reflection other readings 
that speak to the theme. 
 
Texts to inspire and draw insights: 
 
“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a 
way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”             (Isaiah 43:19) 
 
"Do not be content to love with your small human heart; that is too small... but love with 
your Great Heart."                          (St. John Eudes) 

 
“When we remember that the energy of our lives comes from the original flaring forth of 
the universe, and that the atoms of our bodies come from the explosion of ancient stars, 
and that patterns of our lives come from many ancestors over billions of years, we begin 
to appreciate the intricate manner in which life remembers the past and brings it into fresh 
form today.  Life adapts.  Life remembers.  Life learns.”   

  (Brian T Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker, Journey of the Universe, Chapter 6 pp. 60-61.)   

 
“The world grows and fills itself with a new beauty thanks to successive syntheses that 
are created between open cultures without any cultural imposition”.      (Pope Francis) 

 
“There's a huge difference taking place. We're also recognizing the way we are able to 
adapt. The way we are able to come together. How creative we are in dealing with 
difficulties. And the futures up to us. Don't look for a God today to come to rescue us. It 
won’t happen.”                        (Br. Philip Pinto) 
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“When politics polarize, when structures and systems that have served well in the past 
no longer speak to a global reality, when the plight of the poor increases daily, and where 
those who govern rely on control, we are there to say, ‘Things can be different’.”  

    (Mary Whited, CPPS, Occasional Papers) 

 
“I leave the Institute in your hands.  You will sustain it.”                        (St Mary Euphrasia)  

 
 
Reflection questions: 
 
1. Having reflected and prayed over the different reading material, what new 

awareness is stirring within me? 
2. What future are St John Eudes and St Mary Euphrasia asking us to create at 

this time? 
3. What is God calling me to let go of and what am I being called to embrace? 
 
 
Part B:  JUDGE/ANALYZE 
 
TIME FOR COMMUNAL REFLECTION: 
 

 Gather together with your group at the designated time. 
 Select an appropriate song to center yourselves to begin. 
 Using the contemplative dialogue process share your personal 

reflections. 
(You can share any question from the above that you want).  

 After prayerfully listening to each person:  
 

1. What similarities are we hearing that are pointing a path to the future? 
2. What differences are we hearing? 
3. Taking into consideration the above, what is the direction that we 

recommend taking together? 
 
Part C:  ACT  
 
Think about what you would need to take into consideration in your Unit to prepare 
sisters and lay partners for the future that we are planning as a Congregation.  
Practically, how will this look in your Unit? 
 
Action: 
 
In light of our personal and collective reflection and experience: 
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1. The three most important features we need to incorporate into our Unit 
structure are: 
 

2. Questions or strategies we need to consider in our Unit to implement these 
features are: 
 

3. The most critical features needed for mission and sustainability for us as a 
Congregation are: 

 
4. The way these key features can be combined into a unified structure to enable 

our life and mission to be effective and sustainable is: (feel free to write or 
draw your response). 

 
 
FEEDBACK  
 
As a group, please complete the response form (Appendix E1 for Apostolic or E2 
for Contemplative). Send it to your Unit Leader by March 1.  (Community 
responses will then be compiled into one Unit response to be shared at the 
Regional Circle gathering.)   
 
 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER:   
 
God of Light,  
May we create pathways and roll away the obstacles that hinder humility and 
honesty in us as we work on enabling life giving structures in our congregation.   
 
May the sharing of our realities, questions, experiences, knowledge and vision 
inspire us to search together with enthusiasm and hope for the way forward.   
 
May we hold the vision intentionally embracing and promoting all that unites us, 
rather than letting differences be a source of division.  Teach us to seek You in all 
that has life, that we may see You the Light of Life.  Teach us to search for You 
in our own depths, that we may find You in every living person.   Amen. 
 


